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A Sunday 16 November 2025
2 Get ready for a shake-up
Scripture
Luke 21:5-19
Reflection

Imagine that Jesus is looking at you right in the eye and telling you that everything
you’ve built your hope on is about to crumble, that even what you believe about God
and his promises is sinking sand. That’s pretty much what Jesus is telling his disciples
in today’s text.

For the disciples and all devout Jews, the temple was much more than a building. It
was the very heart of their worship, the place where heaven and earth met, and the
dwelling place of God among his people. Its grandeur was a visible sign of God’s
presence and his promise of enduring faithfulness. So, what Jesus was saying, that
‘not one stone will be left on another’, was utterly shocking — and this, coming from a
rabbi!

Jesus was preparing the disciples for the day when everything they thought they knew
about God and how he works would shatter. The temple had reached its use-by date;
God was about to create a radically new way of living among his people. Jesus’ dec-
laration to his disciples — about the fall of the temple and the awful hardships ahead
— was a harsh one. But the disciples’ religious foundations had to shatter, so they
could build a faith on the Rock that would last forever.

Still today, God, in his great love for us, will not allow us to build our lives on anything
less than Christ himself. From time to time, he will rattle us, causing the foundations
of our self-made security to tremble. If necessary, he will even shake us free of our re-
ligious rules and rituals, if they are what we are building our hope on. God will do
whatever it takes to make us cling to Christ alone.

by Linda Macqueen

Prayer

Jesus, my Rock and my Redeemer, what is it that you are asking me to let go of to-
day? Help me to place my trust not in what can be lost (no matter how noble it
might be), but in you alone, my eternal Saviour who holds me safe, no matter what
is crumbling beneath my feet. Amen.

Reproduced with permission: Lutheran Church of Australia 2024 https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A5%E2%80%9319&version=NRSVUE
https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/

WE PRAY
16 November 2025

Lord of all:

1

Risen Lord and King, Jesus Christ, you laid down your life so that we might live. We

remember those who died serving in the armed forces of our nations. Preserve our

nations in peace, and in times of war, give your people strength and courage to

defend the cause of justice. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.-Bishop Paul Smith

We pray for;

- our Call Meeting, trusting that God will lead us with clarity and unity as we discern

the pastor He is calling to serve among us

- wisdom and good stewardship as we make decisions for the year ahead at our
Elections & Budget Meeting

- all who are preparing our Advent and Christmas programs for Messy Church and
ILC- may your joy and light fill our community and touch everyone around us

- your church on earth, keep it true to your word and united in purpose.

Other prayer points for conflicts around the world;

- Myanmar (internal conflict)

- Russia and Ukraine (war)

- Yemen (civil war)

- Israel and Gaza (war with declared ceasefire)

- Armed conflicts in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Central African Republic (CAR),
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria,
Senegal, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan

Guide us, Lord, as we pray for:

1

The leaders you have appointed over the LCANZ, the College of Bishops; LCANZ
Churchwide Bishop, Pastor Paul Smith, LCANZ Assistant Bishop, Pastor Stephen
Schultz and District Bishops including Pastor Andrew Brook, LCA SA-NT District
Bishop.

All pastors and parishes, principals and schools of the LCANZ, especially those in our
South West Metro Zone.

Pastoral Care Workers of the South Western School Ministry Team. How beautiful are
the feet of messengers who bring good news! (Romans 10:14-15)

The students, families, teachers and staff of Immanuel Primary and Immanuel
College. Pour out your blessings over their Principals, Bec Clements, Stephen Jude and
John Thompson, Chaplains, Sarah Notridge, Pastor Simon Cooper and Sarah Lush,
and Director of Boarding, Ujith Perera, so that everyone grows in the knowledge of
your love.

The pastors, lay-chaplains and spiritual care visitors you have called to serve the
defence forces, hospitals, police, prisons, and universities in the SA/NT District and
Chaplaincy Ministries Coordinator, Heidi Smith.

The leaders you have appointed over our country: Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese,
State Premier, Peter Malinauskas and all our local government leaders.

Healing, strength and comfort as we pray alongside Barb K, Elle E, Tim S, their
families and carers. You have the power to move in our lives and through our
circumstances.



MESSY CHRISTMAS-Sunday 16 November 3:30pm

Immanuel Primary School Auditorium

Happy Birthday Jesus! Join us for Christmas activities for all ages, then
stay for a shared meal and great company.

LAST BOARDER BBQ FOR 2025-Saturday 29 November 5:00pm

Please remember our boarders in prayer as the year comes to a close — may they feel sup-
ported, finish well, and travel home safely. If you’re able to assist with the last Boarder BBQ
for 2025 please contact Keith on 0457 424 524.

2025 ELECTIONS & BUDGET MEETING-Sunday 23 November 11:00

Our meeting will be held in the chapel after worship when elections for the 2025-2026 will
take place. Relevant documents will be distributed early next week and made available on
the Welcome Table.

CALL MEETING-Sunday 30 November 11:00

ILC is very appreciative of the Call Committee’s work. The next congregational meeting will
be to confirm extending a call to additional pastors.

'KICK OFF YA BOOTS' MOVIE EVENT FUNDRAISER-Friday 28 November 7:30pm

Piccadilly Theatre, North Adelaide

Proceeds to go to drought relief for those struggling in SA/NT and St Peters LC Loxton.
Tickets https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/kick-off-ya-boots-movie-night-tickets-
1658007839079

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS-Wednesday 3 & Thursday 4 December 7:25pm
Immanuel College Chapel

Celebrate Advent and Christmas at a service of readings and performances by students and
Old Scholars in the beautifully decorated chapel.

CHRISTMAS AT THE BAY-Saturday 6 December 3:00 to 8:30pm

Glenelg Foreshore, with activities also in Moseley Square and the Bay Discovery Centre

The road closures required for the Transforming Jetty Road Glenelg project mean a street
parade is not possible for 2025. Instead, lots of Christmas inspired activities are planned,
including community carols at twilight.

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS-Saturday 13 December 8:00pm

Elder Hall, North Terrace

Come together in the true spirit of Christmas with The Metropolitan Male Choir of South
Australia— to celebrate, to give, and to bring hope. Part proceeds donated in support of
The Smith Family. Early bird tickets just $30 if purchased before 24 November. Call 0401
204 634 or visit www.mmcsa.org

ST PAUL’S COMMUNITY CARE CENTRE-Mondays & Wednesdays 11:00-2:00

St Paul’s LC, 48 Brighton Road, Glenelg

St Paul’s thank ILC for their kindness and would love donations of non-perishable food
items, toiletries, kitchen and laundry supplies.

VACANCIES AT FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WARRADALE

We are seeking a new Office Administrator (9 hrs/week, Thurs/Fri, flexible hours) and a
Church Cleaner (approx. 3 hrs/week, job-share, ongoing or casual options). More infor-
mation: Trevor Goedecke 0411 265 278.

mark.materne@lca.org.au

SHARE WITH US

Do you have a prayer request? Leave a note in the gold box on the Welcome Table — the
ILC Prayer Group meets in the Prayer Chapel at 9:00am Sundays and Thursdays to lift these
prayers to God.

We also welcome your feedback — please use the locked wooden box on the Welcome Ta-
ble. Paper and pens are provided, and you’re welcome to remain anonymous if you prefer.



mailto:mark.materne@lca.org.au

PARISH VACANT

Ann Goodwin - ILC Office Administrator Nurture Team Leader

Email: agoodwin@immanuel.sa.edu.au oogmail.com
Phone: 8375 1755

COMING UP at ILC

Sunday 16 November  9:00am Prayer in the Prayer Chapel-all welcome
9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion-23rd Sunday after
Pentecost
11:00a0m Morning tea in the Foyer

Thursday 20 November 9:00am  Join the Prayer Team in the Prayer Chapel-all wel-
come

Sunday 23 November  9:30am  Worship without Holy Communion-Last Sunday of
the church year
11:00am 2025 Elections & Budget Meeting

REGULAR ELECTRONIC GIVING (REG)

To use REG, fill and lodge a Direct Debit Request Form (available from the office), giv-
ing the LLL authority to transfer a specific amount from your bank account to ILC’s
REG account.

Account Name: NOVAR GARDENS IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH REG A/C

BSB: 704942

Account No: 100100643

LCA Child Safety Standards for Congregations

What does ILC do to keep our children and vulnerable people safe?
LCA Child Safety Standards for Congregations:
https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/
LCA Policies and Procedures:
https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/

THIS WEEK’S BIBLE READINGS

Malachi 4:1,2a The day of the Lord

Psalm 98 Sing to the Lord a new song
Thessalonians 3:6-13 The obligation to work
Luke 21:5-19 Signs of the end of the age
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