mmanuel.Lutheran Church, Novar Gardens

32 Morphett Road
NOVAR GARDENS SA 5040

PH: (08) 8375 1755
EMAIL: ilc@immanuel.sa.edu.au
www.ilc.org.au

HERAN CHURCH
OF AUSTRALIA

7 Sunday 30 November 2025
A | Let there be light

Scripture iy
Genesis 1:1-5
Reflection
As | was watching TV with my family one evening after dinner, everything suddenly
went dark — the power went off. What is the first thing we all went to look for? Torch-
es, candles and matches to bring light to the darkness. | don’t mind the darkness
when | am sleeping, but when | am awake, | don’t like the dark. There is something
frightening about not being able to see what is around.

The first thing that God created on the first day was light. Everything was dark, and it
was formless, but God wanted more ... so light was created, and God said that the
light was good.

Light is necessary for making all of God’s creative works visible. It makes life possible.
Even creatures that live in the nighttime adapt to ‘see’ in the dark. Both day and night
belong to the Lord. But it is the light that brings life.

| found a quote about light from National Geographic:

Light reveals the world to us. Body and soul crave it. Light sets our biological clocks.
It triggers in our brains the sensations of colour. Light feeds us, supplying the energy
for plants to grow. It inspires us with special effects like rainbows and sunsets. Light
gives us life-changing tools, from incandescent bulbs to lasers and fibre optics. Scien-
tists don’t fully understand what light is or what it can do. They just know it will illu-
minate our future.

But within the darkness before light, we read that already God’s Spirit was ‘hovering’,
ready for action as soon as God spoke the words. When you feel that you are in the
dark, physically or figuratively, know that God’s Spirit is there, hovering to care for you
and lead you into the light.

Before light was created, everything was a void: dark and deep. In Revelation 21:1,25,
God tells us that in the End Times, there will be no more darkness and no more deep-
ness — God will illuminate everything.

This Advent season, remember that God is there, bringing his light and order into your
life. God is at work in your life ... and sometimes you get to see it! by Anne Hansen
Prayer

My Heavenly Father, all you had to do was speak the words to bring life and light
into the world. Light my life this Advent season and help me see you at work in and
through me. Use me to bring light to others. Amen.

Reproduced with permission: Lutheran Church of Australia 2024 https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1%E2%80%935&version=NRSVUE
https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/

WE PRAY
30 November 2025

Everliving God:

1

As we enter this season of watching and waiting, help us to pause, to breathe,
and to listen for your quiet hope—the hope born of your love for the world, a love
that gives life without end.
Bless our church family at Immanuel. We pray for;
- our Elections and Budget Meeting. Keep us faithful in good stewardship as we
make thoughtful decisions for the year ahead
- our Advent and Christmas programs. Guide us to be bearers of your love—
in our conversations, our giving, and our everyday actions. Let the hope of
Christ uplift our church and community.
We remember communities affected by violence, disaster, or uncertainty.
Surround them with strength and shelter, and guide all who work to bring relief
and restoration. May your presence be their peace, and may we be signs of your
care in the places you send us. Renew the earth, O God—its lands, its waters, its
creatures—and teach us to live as faithful stewards of your creation. Gather the
whole world into your mercy, and help us walk in the light of Christ, in whose
name we pray.— Prayer for the world

Guide us, Lord, as we pray for:

T

The leaders you have appointed over the LCANZ, the College of Bishops; LCANZ
Churchwide Bishop, Pastor Paul Smith, LCANZ Assistant Bishop, Pastor Stephen
Schultz and District Bishops including Pastor Andrew Brook, LCA SA-NT District
Bishop.

All pastors and parishes, principals and schools of the LCANZ, especially those in
our South West Metro Zone.

Pastoral Care Workers of the South Western School Ministry Team. How beautiful
are the feet of messengers who bring good news! (Romans 10:14-15)

The students, families, teachers and staff of Immanuel Primary and Immanuel
College. Pour out your blessings over their Principals, Stephen Jude and John
Thompson, Chaplains, Sarah Notridge and Sarah Lush, and Director of Boarding,
Ujith Perera, so that everyone grows in the knowledge of your love.

The pastors, lay-chaplains and spiritual care visitors you have called to serve the
defence forces, hospitals, police, prisons, and universities in the SA/NT District
and Chaplaincy Ministries Coordinator, Heidi Smith.

The leaders you have appointed over our country: Prime Minister, Anthony
Albanese, State Premier, Peter Malinauskas and all our local government leaders.
Healing, strength and comfort as we pray alongside Barb K, Elle E, Tim S, their
families and carers. You have the power to move in our lives and through our
circumstances.



'KICK OFF YA BOOTS' ILC RETIRING OFFERING-Sunday 30 November

to support drought relief in SA/NT and Little Town Productions by St Peters LC Loxton.

ILC ELECTIONS & BUDGET 2026 MEETING-Sunday 30 November 11:00

Our meeting will be held in the chapel after worship when elections will be held for several
roles including some on Church Council. If you feel called to serve our church community in
this way, we encourage you to put your name forward. The proposed 2026 yearly budget
will also be presented for review and approval. Relevant documents have been distributed
online and hard copies are on the Welcome Table. Immediately after please lend a hand to
decorate the Christmas Tree for the season.

GATHER AND GROW-Sunday 30 November 5:00

ILC Room

Gather around God's Word and grow together through listening and sharing experiences,
joys and challenges of following Jesus.

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS-Wednesday 3 & Thursday 4 December 7:25pm
Immanuel College Chapel

Celebrate Advent and Christmas at a service of readings and performances by students and
Old Scholars in the beautifully decorated chapel.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL-December 5,6,7

St John’s LC Ministry Centre 15 Marlborough Street Malvern

Saturday’s Christmas Market proceeds from crafts, cakes, biscuits, plants, go towards
ALWS, the SA Farmers Drought Fund and a young refugee family of 8 from Somalia sup-
ported by St John’s under the Community Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot (CRISP).
AT THE BAY-Saturday 6 December 3:00 to 8:30pm

Glenelg Foreshore, with activities also in Moseley Square and the Bay Discovery Centre

The road closures required for the Transforming Jetty Road Glenelg project mean a street
parade is not possible for 2025. Instead, lots of Christmas inspired activities are planned,
including community carols at twilight.

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS-Saturday 13 December 8:00pm

The Metropolitan Male Voice Choir invites you to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at their
Christmas concert. Details

ST PAUL’S COMMUNITY CARE CENTRE-Mondays & Wednesdays 11:00-2:00

St Paul’s LC, 48 Brighton Road, Glenelg

St Paul’s thank ILC for their kindness and would love donations of non-perishable food
items, toiletries, kitchen and laundry supplies.

SHARE WITH US

Do you have a prayer request? Leave a note in the gold box on the Welcome Table — the
ILC Prayer Group meets in the Prayer Chapel at 9:00am Sundays and Thursdays to lift these
prayers to God.

We also welcome your feedback — please use the locked wooden box on the Welcome Ta-
ble. Paper and pens are provided, and you’re welcome to remain anonymous if you prefer.

You’re Invited! Come celebrate the most special Birthday of all -
' Jesus’ Birthday! Christmas Eve 7:00pm at Immanuel Lutheran

Church Novar Gardens

Bring your hearts ready for fun and fellowship. Let’s make His

birthday a celebration to remember!
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PARISH VACANT

Ann Goodwin - ILC Office Administrator Nurture Team Leader

Email: agoodwin@immanuel.sa.edu.au oogmail.com
Phone: 8375 1755

COMING UP at ILC

Sunday 30 November  9:00am Prayer in the Prayer Chapel-all welcome
9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion-Pastor Wayne
Kerber-First Sunday of Advent
11:00am ILC Elections & Budget 2026 Meeting
12:00pm Decorating the Christmas Tree

Thursday 4 December 9:00am Join the Prayer Team in the Prayer Chapel-all wel-
come

Sunday 7 December 9:30am  Worship without Holy Communion-Second Sunday
of Advent-Membership transfer of Kowald family
11:00am Morning tea

REGULAR ELECTRONIC GIVING (REG)

To use REG, fill and lodge a Direct Debit Request Form (available from the office), giv-
ing the LLL authority to transfer a specific amount from your bank account to ILC’s
REG account.

Account Name: NOVAR GARDENS IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH REG A/C

BSB: 704942

LCA Child Safety Standards for Congregations

What does ILC do to keep our children and vulnerable people safe?
LCA Child Safety Standards for Congregations:
https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/
LCA Policies and Procedures:
https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/

THIS WEEK'’S BIBLE READINGS

Isaiah 2:1-5 God’s kingdom of peace
Psalm 122 Let us go to the house of the Lord
Romans 13:11-14 Our salvation is near

Matthew 24:36-44 No one knows the day or hour



https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/
https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/

