
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 23 AUGUST 2026 
 

Who is the Son of Man? 
 

Scripture 

Matthew 16:13–20  
 

Reflection 

The location of today’s reading, Caesarea Philippi, a city named in part in honour of 

Caesar Augustus, who was deified by his subjects, may highlight how humans like to be 

glorified in contrast to Jesus’ humility. 
 

Unlike Caesar, Jesus did not proclaim his own divinity. Instead, he asked, ‘Who do peo-

ple say I am?’ This is the first of two questions Jesus asks of his disciples. In effect, he is 

using them as his social media advisors to discover what is being said about him in this 

city founded on a Greek site dedicated to Pan and named after the Roman emperor. In 

their travels with Jesus, the disciples have heard speculation about him: references to 

John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or other prophets. They recognise something unique 

about Jesus. 
 

Here, in this culturally mixed city, with an equally diverse range of religious beliefs, Jesus 

asks his second question: ‘Who do you say I am?’ Peter’s response is immediate. He sees 

the Messiah, Jesus, in what Jesus has said and done. He has heard the speculation but 

boldly declares, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 
 

With more than two thousand years of Christian understanding, we may feel that Peter is 

stating the obvious. However, Peter is at the very beginning of this tradition. He is a 

Jewish man living under Roman oppression, but despite this, he knows what he has seen 

and heard. He is yet to discover what it means to be the Messiah. Peter has not yet ex-

perienced the death and resurrection of Jesus, but has closely observed Jesus, his teach-

ings and his miracles, and knows Jesus well. Peter knows Jesus because he has seen his 

power at work in the world. 
 

As modern-day followers of Jesus, we understand his work because we know who he is. 

In a precarious and unpredictable world where warfare, disruption and division emerge 

almost daily, we may wonder where Jesus is at work. He is there with the peacemakers, 

with those who support others most in need of comfort, following in his footsteps. Know-

ing who Jesus is, we can joyfully join Peter and proclaim Jesus as the Son of the living 

God. 

by Dianne Eckermann   

Prayer 

Dear Jesus, help us to follow in your footsteps and recognise you in our lives. Guide us 

as we support those most in need of your comfort and care, and help us always to 

know you through your work in our world. Amen.  
 
 

Reproduced with permission: Lutheran Church of Australia 2024 https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A13%E2%80%9320&version=NRSVUE
https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/
https://www.lca.org.au/devotions/


 

 

WE PRAY 

24 August 2025 

God of grace and love: 

† you for your love for me and for our world. Thank you for the challenge you issue 

us to 'give them something to eat’ and to ‘love our neighbour 

as ourselves’. Thank you for equipping us with everything we need to respond to 

ev ery need. Lead us to have your heart for our world. Amen-Pastor Stephen 

Schultz LCANZ Assistant Bishop and the Assistant Bishop for Mission for the 

South Australia–Northern Territory District.   We pray for all communities 

impacted by drought. 

† Pray for safety and resilience for all humanitarian aid workers as they respond 

to crisis and care for the most vulnerable  

† Pray for peace among nations on the anniversary of the end of World War II 

hostilities in the Pacific prayer Archives - lca.org.au/blog/tag/prayer/ 

†  

† Watch over those travelling including Max and Gloria, David and Chris, Rob and 

Ann. Protect them on their journeys and safely bring them home.     

Guide us, Lord, as we pray for:  

† The leaders you have appointed over the LCANZ, the College of Bishops; LCANZ 

Churchwide Bishop, Pastor Paul Smith, LCANZ Assistant Bishop, Pastor Stephen 

Schultz and District Bishops including Pastor Andrew Brook, LCA SA-NT District 

Bishop.  

† All pastors and parishes, principals and schools of the LCANZ, especially those 

in our South West Metro Zone.  

† Pastoral Care Workers of the South Western School Ministry Team. How 

beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news! (Romans 10:14-15) 

† The students, families, teachers and staff of Immanuel Primary and Immanuel 

College. Pour out your blessings over their Principals, Bec Clements and John 

Thompson, Chaplains, Sarah Notridge, Pastor Simon Cooper and Sarah Lush, 

and Director of Boarding, Ujith Perera, so that everyone grows in the knowledge 

of your love.  

† The pastors, lay-chaplains and spiritual care visitors you have called to serve 

the defence forces, hospitals, police, prisons, and universities in the SA/NT 

District and Chaplaincy Ministries Coordinator, Heidi Smith. 

† The leaders you have appointed over our country: Prime Minister, Anthony 

Albanese, State Premier, Peter Malinauskas and all our local government 

leaders. 

† Healing, strength and comfort as we pray alongside Barb K, Elle E, Kay B, Tim S, 

Trevor, their families and carers. You have the power to move in our lives and 

through our circumstances.  
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WE PRAY 

23 August 2026 

Dear Jesus: 

† Help us to follow in your footsteps and recognise you in our lives. Guide us as we 

 support those most in need of your comfort and care, and help us always to know 

 you through your work in our world.  

† We ask for healing for Lillian. Guide the medical team caring for her and grant 

 them wisdom in every decision. Surround Lillian, Joseph and their family with 

 your love, comfort, and provision.  

† We give you thanks and praise, that Pastor David Cherry has accepted your call 

 to serve our Immanuel community. Bless him with wisdom, strength, and joy as 

 he prepares for this ministry. Prepare our hearts to welcome and support him, 

 and unite us in faith and service. 

† We thank you for the ministry and compassionate work of Lutheran Care. Bless 

 their staff, volunteers, and supporters as they serve those facing homelessness, 

 poverty, and crisis. 

† Protect all who are travelling, including Bruce and Chris, Max and Gloria, David 

 and Chris, and thank you for the safe return of others.  

† We pray for refugees, people displaced by conflict, families living in poverty, and 

those impacted by disaster and injustice. May your love be know through ALWS 

and its partners who serve vulnerable communities around the world. Guide us 

also to be generous stewards of the blessings you have given us and to stand 

alongside our neighbours near and far. 

Guide us, Lord, as we pray for:   

† The leaders you have appointed over the LCANZ, the College of Bishops; LCANZ 

 Churchwide Bishop, Pastor Paul Smith, LCANZ Assistant Bishop, Pastor Stephen 

 Schultz and District Bishops including Pastor Andrew Brook, LCA SA-NT District 

 Bishop.  

† All pastors and parishes, principals and schools of the LCANZ, especially those in 

 our South West Metro Zone.  

† Pastoral Care Workers of the South Western School Ministry Team. How beautiful 

 are the feet of messengers who bring good news! (Romans 10:14-15) 

† The students, families, teachers and staff of Immanuel Early Learning Centre, 

 Primary School and College. Pour out your blessings over their Principals, Stephen 

 Jude and John Thompson, Leadership Teams, PS and College Councils, Chaplains 

 and Student Counsellors, and Boarding House staff so that everyone grows in the 

 knowledge of your love.  

† The pastors, lay-chaplains and spiritual care visitors you have called to serve the 

 defence forces, hospitals, police, prisons, and universities in the SA/NT District 

 and  Chaplaincy Ministries Coordinator, Heidi Smith. 

† The leaders you have appointed over our country: Prime Minister, Anthony 

 Albanese, State Premier, Peter Malinauskas and all our local government leaders. 

† Your loving presence, comfort, strength and healing as we pray alongside Barb K, 

 Elle E, Tim S, their families and carers.  

 



 

 

 

SUNDAY 23 AUGUST WEAR YOUR WINTER WOOLLIES & RETIRING OFFERING  

LUTHERAN CARE‘S WINTER APPEAL 2026—the need is deepening for emergency re-

lief. Click here to donate & read more about the important work Lutheran Care is do-

ing. 

SAVE THE DATES … 

 Sunday 23 August—due date for Chatline material. Please send to either address 

vjvolk@gmail.com or vjvolk@bigpond.net.au     

 Friday 28 August—St Paul's LC Glenelg is hosting an Amateur Music Night Fund-

raiser 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start. Contact Phil 0416028261 or Sharon 0400720101 

by 21 August to book. 

 Saturday 12 September—Boarder BBQ on the IC Boarding House lawns from 

5:00pm—all welcome! 

 Sunday 13 September, 15 November—Messy Church in the IPS Auditorium from 

3:30pm—all welcome! 

 Thursday 17 September 7:00pm—You’re invited to the Book Launch of the third 

book in the series Bystanders/Witnesses/Onlookers written by Valerie Volk, at the 

Immanuel Primary School Auditorium. 

 Friday 25 September—Walk My Way at Immanuel Lutheran Primary School 

 Saturday 14 November—'Together in Christ' Conference, To be held at Good Shep-

herd, Para Vista. Registrations will open on September 8, with fees 

at $30 per head. More information here  

 First Thursday of each month—Ladies, you’re invited for fellowship and 

fun hosted by our OCC volunteers, in the ILC Room anytime between 

9:30am and midday. 

CLEANER REQUIRED at Faith LC Warradale 

Are you or someone you know interested in paid work 3 hours a week as our Church 

Cleaner on a Friday or Saturday? Please contact Trevor 0411 265 278 or tre-

vor.goedecke@lca.org.au  

ST PAUL’S COMMUNITY CARE—Wednesdays 11:30-2:00 

St Paul’s Hall, 48 Brighton Road, Glenelg  

Needed; Emergency Food Relief donations of non-perishable food and basic toiletries. 

Inquiries can be made through St Paul’s church office on 8295 6376 or 

stpaul.glenelg.sa@lca.org.au 

SHARE WITH US 

Do you have a prayer request? Leave a note in the gold box on the Welcome Table—the 

ILC Prayer Group meets in the Prayer Chapel at 9:00am Sundays and 9:10am Thursdays 

to lift these prayers to God.  

We also welcome your feedback—please use the locked wooden box on the Welcome 

Table. Paper and pens are provided, and you’re welcome to remain anonymous if you 

prefer. 

WELCOME—Are you visiting? 

Immanuel Lutheran Church (ILC), Novar Gardens welcomes you to the  

Immanuel Community. To find out more about who we are and what’s  

happening, visit our website www.ilc.org.au  

Stick around for a latte or soup after worship. We'd love to catch up!  

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FS90TmwG8VmJ%3Fe%3D303e2040a4%26c2id%3D06f0e910b515d0481fc737dd90f94879&data=05%7C02%7Cagoodwin%40immanuel.sa.edu.au%7Cb91028c6c1bd4c6d913808def422527a%7Cfee814f1d7e74d2b88b
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FyAXYlvgTgto%3Fe%3D303e2040a4%26c2id%3D06f0e910b515d0481fc737dd90f94879&data=05%7C02%7Cagoodwin%40immanuel.sa.edu.au%7C57b1b7fbd65b4afa6c0f08deeea8f946%7Cfee814f1d7e74d2b88b
http://www.ilc.org.au/


 

 

REGULAR ELECTRONIC GIVING (REG)
To use REG, fill and lodge a Direct Debit Request Form (available from the office), giv-

ing the LLL authority to transfer a specific amount from your bank account to ILC’s 

REG account. 

Account Name:  NOVAR GARDENS IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH REG A/C 

BSB:       704942 

Account No:    100100643  

COMING UP at ILC  

Sunday 23 August 9:00am 

9:30am 

 

11:00am 

Prayer in the Prayer Chapel—all welcome 

Worship without Holy Communion—13th Sunday 

after Pentecost—Wear your Winter Woollies! 

Morning tea  

Thursday 27 August  

 

9:10am  Prayer Group in the Prayer Chapel—all welcome 

Sunday 30 August 9:30am 

 

ICOSA Service with HC—Pastor Tanya Wittwer—

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

PARISH VACANT 

 

Ann Goodwin - ILC Office Administrator 

Email: agoodwin@immanuel.sa.edu.au 

Phone: 8375 1755  

Chris Schutz—Nurture Team Leader 

christine.r.schutz@gmail.com 

Phone: 0439 899 590 

 

THIS WEEK’S BIBLE READINGS 
   

 Isaiah 51:1–6   The earth will pass away, but God's salvation is forever 

 Psalm 138   I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; 

 Romans 12:1–8  The basis of ethics, and advice on gifts 

 Matthew 16:13–20  Peter declares Jesus to be the Christ  

What does ILC do to keep our children and vulnerable people safe? 

LCA Child Safety Standards for Congregations: 

https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/ 

LCA Policies and Procedures: 

https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/ 

https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/
https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/

