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Sunday 6 SEPTEMBER 2026 

We all need role models in our lives 

by Steve Liersch 

Read Philippians 3:7–16 

In Philippians 3:13,14, the Apostle Paul provides a masterclass in spiritual focus, writing, ‘Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal.’ 

While these verses describe a personal journey, they highlight a truth about human nature: we need 
role models to show us how to run the race of life. Paul serves as one ultimate example of resilience 
and unwavering vision. A true role model does not just offer advice; they embody a trajectory. They 
give direction and inspiration. 

In this passage, Paul models how to handle the heavy baggage of the past. Whether dealing with past 
failures or accomplishments, he demonstrates how to intentionally release them so that they do not 
weigh us down. Witnessing someone else successfully navigate life's distractions gives us a practical 
blueprint. When we see a mentor strain forward, it inspires us to stretch beyond our current comfort 
zones. 

Furthermore, role models provide the framework for our ‘pressing on’. Life inevitably brings moments 
of fatigue, doubt and stagnation. During these seasons, looking to those who have run before us 
clarifies the goal. 

Listening to the stories behind some of the successful Commonwealth Games athletes competing as 
I write typifies this thinking. They remind us that the prize is worth the struggle. 

A godly role model points us away from temporary achievements and past setbacks, directing our 
eyes back to the eternal, heavenly calling. Ultimately, no one navigates life successfully in isolation. 
We need the footprints of mature mentors to guide our steps when the path gets steep. By imitating 
their focus, embracing their resilience and adopting their forward-looking gaze, we find the strength to 
keep pressing toward our goal. 

Think of a person who has been a godly faith role model in your life. Thank God for them and try to 
copy one of their best godly traits. 

Gracious Heavenly Father, provider of all good things; thank you for giving me godly role models 
who have helped keep me focused through the ups and downs of life. Help me be one of those 
people for someone else. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.  

Reproduced with permission: Lutheran Church of Australia 2024 https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/ 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A7%E2%80%9316&version=NRSVUE
https://www.lca.org.au/daily-devotion/
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LET US PRAY 

Eternal Father, thank you for the gift of our fathers. You have worked 

through fathers from the time of creation, and you have commanded us 

to honour our fathers and mothers. Give to all fathers what they need to 

serve according to your good and gracious will. Teach us how to honour 

our fathers. Forgive us where we have failed them – help us to forgive our fathers for their failings. 

And finally, where children have lost their fathers: give to those children the consolation of your love. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen—Pastor Paul Smith Bishop, Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand 
 

Holy Spirit, lead us in prayer for:   

†  All those affected by the Nepal flood disaster, for those still unaccounted for, and for 

emergency workers and aid agencies responding to the crisis – particularly the Lutheran 

World Federation team. 

†  Nations and regions affected by conflict and violence, for peace, justice, and reconciliation. 

†  Political and community leaders, that they may act with wisdom, compassion, and integrity. 

†  Pastor David, Kayla, Esther and Eloise, as they prepare to relocate to Adelaide and our 

Immanuel community, that God would bless, guide and keep them in his care. 

† Australian Lutheran World Service, its staff and supporters, and people facing poverty, 

displacement, and hardship around the world. 

† All who are sick, grieving, lonely, or struggling, that they may know God's comfort, healing, 

and peace. 

United in Christ, we pray for:   

†  Churchwide Bishop Paul Smith, Assistant Bishop Stephen Schultz, SA/NT District Bishop 

Andrew Brook the College of Bishops, and District Bishops.  

† LCANZ pastors, congregations, principals, and schools, especially those in the Southwest 

Metro Zone.  

† Pastoral Care Workers of the Southwestern School Ministry Team. 

† Immanuel Early Learning Centre, Primary School and College. Principals Stephen Jude and 

John Thompson. Leadership Teams, School Councils, governance groups, and support staff. 

Chaplains, wellbeing staff, and Boarding House staff. 

† SA/NT Chaplaincy Ministries Coordinator Heidi Smith and all pastors, lay chaplains, and 

spiritual care workers serving in hospitals, prisons, defence forces, police, universities and 

disaster recovery ministries. 

† Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, Premier Peter Malinauskas, and all local government 

leaders.  

† All in need of God's comfort, strength, healing, and peace. Barb K, Elle E, Lillian M, Tim S, their 

families and carers. 

Prepared with the assistance of Microsoft Copilot. 
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CHURCH LIFE & EVENTS 

ALWS NEPAL FLOOD APPEAL—How you can help  

On behalf of the LCANZ, ALWS has committed $250,000 to support 

affected communities, from emergency relief through to recovery and 

rebuilding. Please support this important work by going online 

www.alws.org.au/respond or calling 1300 763 407 to donate. 

 

SAVE THE DATES … 

❖ Saturday 12 September—Boarder BBQ on the IC Boarding House lawn from 5:00pm—all welcome! 

❖ Sunday 13 September, 15 November—Messy Church in the IPS Auditorium from 3:30pm—all 

welcome! 

❖ Thursday 17 September 4.00pm—All are invited to attend the 2026 Fritzsche Oration - Unearthing the 

Treasures: Insights into the Development and Professionalisation of the Lutheran Löhe Library 

Collection which will be held in the Australian Lutheran College (ALC) Library at 1/22 Pulteney Street 

Adelaide. RSVP to alc@alc.edu.au by 15 September. For those unable to attend in person, the Oration 

will be livestreamed and recorded. For more details visit ALC’s website: https://alc.edu.au/ 

❖ Thursday 17 September 7:00pm—You’re invited to the Book Launch of the third book in the series 

Bystanders/Witnesses/Onlookers written by Valerie Volk, at the Immanuel Primary School Auditorium. 

Book your place by clicking this link 

❖ Sunday 20 September 7:00pm—Season of Creation Ecumenical Service coming up at Our Lady of 

Victories Catholic Church, High Street Glenelg. 

❖ Thursday 24 September 7:30pm—Friends of Lutheran Archives Immanuel Lutheran Church, Archer 

Street, North Adelaide. $5 donation, supper or Livestream on FoLA You Tube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/@friendsoflutheranarchives9664/live 

❖ Friday 25 September—Walk My Way at Immanuel Lutheran Primary School. We are looking for 

volunteers to help with a lunchtime sausage sizzle. Please see Heather or Des if you can lend a hand. 

❖ Saturday 31 October—ILC Fundraiser BBQ Bunnings Adelaide Airport. Volunteers are needed to help 

on the day. Please see Heather or Des if you can assist.  

❖ Saturday 14 November—'Together in Christ' Conference, to be held at Good Shepherd, Para Vista. 

Registrations will open on September 8, with fees at $30 per head. More information here  

❖ First Thursday of each month—Ladies, you’re invited for fellowship and fun hosted by our OCC 

volunteers, in the ILC Room anytime between 9:30am and midday. 

 

ST PAUL’S COMMUNITY CARE—Wednesdays 11:30-2:00 

St Paul’s Hall, 48 Brighton Road, Glenelg  

Needed; Emergency Food Relief donations of non-perishable food and basic toiletries. Inquiries can be made 

through St Paul’s church office on 8295 6376 or stpaul.glenelg.sa@lca.org.au 

SHARE WITH US 

Do you have a prayer request? Leave a note in the gold box on the Welcome Table—the ILC Prayer Group 

meets in the Prayer Chapel at 9:00am Sundays and 9:10am Thursdays to lift these prayers to God.  

We also welcome your feedback—please use the locked wooden box on the Welcome Table. Paper and pens 

are provided, and you’re welcome to remain anonymous if you prefer. 

WELCOME—Are you visiting?  

Immanuel Lutheran Church (ILC), Novar Gardens welcomes you to the  

Immanuel Community. To find out more about who we are and what’s  

happening, visit our website www.ilc.org.au  

Stick around for a latte or soup after worship. We'd love to catch up!  
 

 

http://www.alws.org.au/respond
https://events.humanitix.com/book-launch-onlookers?_gl=1*1otjw6n*_gcl_au*MTAwMDE4NDczMi4xNzg1MTk5NzAx*_ga*OTc5NDU1MTI4LjE3NzczNTQ0MDk.*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*czE3ODU5MDgzNDQkbzYxJGcxJHQxNzg1OTA4MzU1JGo0OSRsMCRoMA..
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FyAXYlvgTgto%3Fe%3D303e2040a4%26c2id%3D06f0e910b515d0481fc737dd90f94879&data=05%7C02%7Cagoodwin%40immanuel.sa.edu.au%7C57b1b7fbd65b4afa6c0f08deeea8f946%7Cfee814f1d7e74d2b88b351b8689047ff%7C0%7C0%7C639210606679894113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dqrychU2aLM%2FQsfrMuxsIwIVAdwBOBvb6pDOiFxR240%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ilc.org.au/
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COMING UP at ILC 

Sunday 6 September 9:00am 

9:30am 

 

11:00am 
 

Prayer in the Prayer Chapel—all welcome 

Worship with Holy Communion—Pastor Tim Koch—

Father’s Day—15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Morning tea  

Thursday 3 September  9:10am  Prayer Group in the Prayer Chapel—all welcome 

Sunday 13 September 9:30am Worship without HC—Season of Creation (Find out more 

about this year’s theme, Living Water.) 

 

REGULAR ELECTRONIC GIVING (REG)  

Please consider supporting the ministry of Immanuel through Regular Electronic Giving (REG). To 

participate, simply complete and lodge a Direct Debit Request Form (available from the church 

office), authorising the LLL to transfer a nominated amount from your bank account to ILC's REG 

account. 

Account Name: NOVAR GARDENS IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH REG A/C 

BSB: 704942 

Account No: 100100643  
 

WHAT DOES ILC DO TO KEEP OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE SAFE? 

LCA Child Safety Standards for Congregations: 

https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-

standards/ 

LCA Policies and Procedures: 

https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/ 
 

THIS WEEK’S BIBLE READINGS   

Ezekiel 33:7-11  God appoints Ezekiel as a watchman 

Psalm 119:33-40  Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, 

Romans 13:8-14  The debt of love 

Matthew 18:15-20  Steps towards reconciliation 

 

The parish continues its ministry and mission as we await the arrival of our incoming pastor, and we 

thank members for their ongoing support, patience, and prayers. 

ILC Office Administrator: Ann Goodwin   Nurture Team Leader: Chris Schutz   

Email: agoodwin@immanuel.sa.edu.au   Email: christine.r.schutz@gmail.com  

Phone: 8375 1755 or 0477 340 126    Phone: 0439 899 590 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-ydclyik-judkkkkllu-g%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cagoodwin%40immanuel.sa.edu.au%7Cc9d583583ae7461a00f608df07f68c47%7Cfee814f1d7e74d2b88b351b8689047ff%7C0%7C0%7C639238429140982705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ALdW3z6Y0dFqHD1QWjqguZclREuBRh2OPFo%2BiSut7A8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/
https://www.lca.org.au/ministry-support/child-safety-standards/
https://www.lca.org.au/services-resources-training/policies/
mailto:agoodwin@immanuel.sa.edu.au
mailto:christine.r.schutz@gmail.com

